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The Sustainable Development Goal Publishers Compact is a voluntary commitment that 
acknowledges the responsibility of the publishing industry to work toward the creation of a 
sustainable future through action. As part of their commitment to advancing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) during the Decade of Action (2020-2030), signatories intend to 
publish books and journals that will educate, develop and inspire others to take similar action. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Publishers Compact was introduced at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair in 2020. It follows a successful partnership between the United Nations 
and the International Publishers Association, together with other stakeholders from the book 
industry. 

The publishing industry as a whole was invited to pledge its commitment to the future. There 
are no strict deadlines for participation, but time is running out for the United Nations' Decade 
of Action. Joining the Compact is completely voluntary and has no legal ramifications.

The compact includes ten action points that publishers, publishing associations, and others 
can commit to implementing in order to expedite progress toward achieving the SDGs by the 
year 2030.

The compact takes the form of a 10-point pledge of action in support of the accomplishment 
of the United Nations' 17 Sustainable Development Goals, and every signatory to the program 
endorses the list.

SDG Publishers Compact 
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Collaborations geared toward the accomplishment of the SDGs
The UN SDGs call for research to be published that can help address real-world issues such 
as the emergence of a fairer society, providing quality education for all, supporting healthier 
lives, and mitigating the effects of the climate crisis. Since publishers are committed to 
equality in its broadest sense, they have established a spotlight on mission-based research to 
back the UN SDGs. Signing the Compact demonstrates a clear commitment to the underlying 
principles of developing sustainable practices and advocating for the SDGs during the 
Decade of Action. Publishers are reconsidering their content strategies and developing new 
impact indicators that more accurately reflect the modern research era.

Despite the diverse mandates and goals articulated by funding organizations, the United 
Nations, and international governments, the SDGs are not advancing quickly enough. 
Research institutes, publishers, and funders must band together to address these issues with 
far greater urgency.

The SDG Publishers Compact:

1. Committing to the SDGs: 
    Stating sustainability policies and targets on our website, 
    including adherence to this Compact; incorporating SDGs 
    and their targets as appropriate.

2. Actively promoting and acquiring content that advocates 
    for themes represented by the SDGs, such as equality, 
    sustainability, justice and safeguarding and strengthening 
    the environment.

3. Annually reporting on progress towards achieving SDGs, 
    sharing data and contribute to benchmarking activities, 
    helping to share best practices and identify gaps that still 
    need to be addressed.

4. Nominating a person who will promote SDG progress, 
    acting as a point of contact and coordinating the SDG 
    themes throughout the organization.

5. Raising awareness and promoting the SDGs among staff to increase awareness of SDG-related policies and goals 
    and encouraging projects that will help achieve the SDGs by 2030.

6. Raising awareness and promoting the SDGs among suppliers, to advocate for SDGs and to collaborate on areas 
    that need innovative actions and solutions.

7. Becoming an advocate to customers and stakeholders by promoting and actively communicating about the SDG 
    agenda through marketing, websites, promotions and projects.

8. Collaborating across cities, countries, and continents with other signatories and organizations to develop, localize 
    and scale projects that will advance progress on the SDGs individually or through their Publishing Association.

9. Dedicating budget and other resources towards accelerating progress for SDG-dedicated projects and promoting 
    SDG principles.

10. Taking action on at least one SDG goal, either as an individual publisher or through your national publishing 
       association and sharing progress annually.
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The significance of collaboration and partnership is so essential to attaining the SDGs that the 
last objective, SDG 17, is solely dedicated to this issue. Despite the fact that many publishers 
are achieving progress through individual action, building strategic partnerships for pooled 
efforts can be an effective means of accelerating development. Improved sharing of best 
practices and data reporting will help the industry drive innovations that help attain the global 
goals outlined by the SDGs.

Joining the Compact links publishers with a global coalition of like-minded organizations 
dedicated to achieving the SDGs and meeting the 2030 deadline.

Content is key to advancing the SDG agenda
In just nine months following its inception, the international SDG Publishers Compact 
attracted its first hundred commitments to the United Nations' Sustainable Development 
Goals. When asked why they decided to sign the SDG Publishers Compact, many signatories 
cited a long history of positively impacting society, whether through the content they publish 
or the business practices of their organizations. In each instance, the values are in line 
with the vision that the United Nations has for a future that is more sustainable, equitable, 
and inclusive.

Publishers are committed to driving change through the content and products they publish 
and create for a variety of customers. They have collectively provided critical platforms for 
discussing SDG themes like poverty, health, equality, and the environment. Additionally, 
publishers are increasingly categorizing their catalogs using the SDG framework, making it 
easier for booksellers and distributors to structure content in ways that support the SDG 
agenda.

SpringerNature1 publishes a huge amount of research that is relevant to the SDGs, as 
evidenced by its portfolio of about 13,000 new books, over 400,000 articles published, and 
more than 3,000 journals in 2021, which spans all subject disciplines. It established a program 
in 2016 to organize its publications on these inter- and multidisciplinary societal concerns. 
A dedicated steering group oversees the publisher's programme, ensuring that publishing 
operations related to the SDGs are tightly integrated with responsible business practices.

13,000
new books

400,000
articles

published

3,000
journals

https://resource-cms.springernature.com/springer-cms/rest/v1/content/20285396/data/v3
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Elsevier2 used a new method for mapping articles to the SDGs in 2020 by substantially 
expanding the number of search phrases used to describe each SDG. Between 2015 and 
2019, the global publisher mapped four million SDG-related publications.

Taylor & Francis' Sustainable Development Goals Online collection3 is a meticulously curated, 
interdisciplinary compilation of digital resources related to the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals. The SDG Online collection contains over 12,000 of the most significant 
and pertinent book chapters and journal articles published under the Routledge and CRC 
Press imprints in an online library covering all 17 SDGs. New multi-format teaching and 
learning resources, including essential essays, presentations, videos, case studies, teaching 
guides, and lesson plans, are also included in the collection.

As a signatory to the UN SDG Publishers Compact, the Association of University Presses4 
(AUPresses) promotes the Sustainable Development Goals throughout its scholarly publishing 
community, and develops partnerships and programs that work towards selected goals. 
Initially, the Association focused on SDG #17: Partnerships for the Goals, creating a 
community hub dedicated to the Publishers Compact where member presses can share 
knowledge and ideas, collaborating on sustainable action. Goals including SDG #10: Reduced 
Inequalities, SDG #5: Gender Equality, and SDG #8: Decent Work and Economic Growth are 
supported by the existing and planned projects of numerous Association Committees, 
including the Equity, Justice, and Inclusion Committee, a new Open Access Committee, and 
the Business Committee.

Similarly, in October 2021, the Publishers Association launched Publishing Declares, a 
sustainability pledge with 39 founding signatories from across the industry. Publishing 
Declares aims to raise awareness of the sustainability issues most relevant to the UK book 
and journal publishing industry; to aid the discovery of existing tools and resources and to 
inspire action that results in sustained behaviour change. The pledge is the first project in an 
ongoing scheme of work that will also include a report, carbon calculator, and a materials 
index.  

The Association of Learned and Professional Society Publishers (ALPSP) is committed to 
incorporating the UN Global Compact and its principles into its strategy, culture, and 
day-to-day operations by participating in collaborative projects that advance the broader 
development goals of the United Nations, especially the Sustainable Development Goals. 
The Association is committed to promoting and implementing the ten human rights, labor, 
environment, and anti-corruption principles of the United Nations Global Compact.

Leading publishers and associations placing greater emphasis on mapping their content 
to the Sustainable Development Goals raises the prospect of additional members joining 
this bandwagon.

https://www.elsevier.com/about/partnerships/sdg-research-mapping-initiative
https://librarianresources.taylorandfrancis.com/insights/collection-development-management/sustainable-development-goals-online/
https://aupresses.org/news/aupresses-signs-publishers-compact-on-the-un-sustainable-development-goals/
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Taking on environmental concerns and problems

The scientific community has come to a 
unanimous conclusion that climate change is 
occurring, and in order to maintain temperatures 
below the two-degree threshold outlined in the 
Paris Agreement, immediate action is required 
across all industries and all parts of society, 
from the individual level to the global level. 
However, progress has been slow despite 
growing scientific evidence.

In September 2021, key players across the book and journals sector united in their call to 
prioritize action on climate. This included the International Association of Scientific, Technical 
and Medical Publishers (STM), the International Publishers Association (IPA), the Association 
of Learned and Professional Society Publishers (ALPSP), the Green Book Alliance, the 
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), the Federation of 
European Publishers (FEP), the European and International Booksellers Federation (EIBF), 
and the International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY). 

Numerous environmental commitments are being made by publishers in an effort to mitigate 
climate change and reduce their environmental footprint. They are also important players in 
disseminating research on the social and environmental consequences of climate change, 
particularly in nations that are most likely to be impacted by its effects, via programs like 
Research4Life. Books and journals are indispensable resources for understanding and 
responding to climate change. All forms of written language have the ability to inform, inspire, 
and shape a culture that is sustainable. Collaborations like the Sustainable Development 
Goals children's book club and other initiatives that highlight climate-related books and 
resources are already showing results.

The number of articles published on climate change has significantly increased. Since the 
year 2000, authors have contributed 92% of the climate change articles that are currently 
available. More and more climate research is being published as Open Access. According to 
data from Dimensions, OA became the dominant publication model for research in this field in 
2016, and 57 percent of research articles relevant to SDG-13 were published as Open Access 
by 2020. In the case of climate change journals, 50% of active, scholarly, peer-reviewed 
journals in any language are fully Open Access, while the rest are hybrid or transformative.

However, publishers have additional responsibilities beyond ensuring that research is of high 
quality, reliable, and easily accessible. Individually and collectively, they have been fostering 
innovative research and approaches within and beyond their respective organizations to 
combat the global climate crisis.

By adopting responsible consumption and production policies, many signatories of the 
Compact are reaffirming their commitment to their chosen SDGs. Furthermore, publishers are

https://www.stm-assoc.org/scholarly-publishing-action-on-climate-change/#_ftn1
https://www.stm-assoc.org/scholarly-publishing-action-on-climate-change/#_ftn1
https://www.stm-assoc.org/scholarly-publishing-action-on-climate-change/#_ftn1
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The power of diversity and inclusion to create equal 
opportunities for all

Multiple SDGs address various aspects of diversity and inclusion, but SDG 5 ("Gender 
Equality") and SDG 10 ("Reducing Inequalities") may be the most succinct expressions of 
this overarching theme. Two key initiatives best illustrate the industry's progress in this
segment. The first is the UK Publishing Association, which has been a pioneer in instituting 
a benchmarking survey of diversity within the UK 2Publishers and The United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals publishing industry, in conjunction with an action plan that 
has resulted in significant advancements in women's leadership and ethnic representation. 
The second is the launch of the PublisHer network, which was founded by IPA Vice President 
Bodour Al-Qasimi and aims to support and advance women into positions of leadership 
within the industry. Both these initiatives collect data in order to gain unique insights into 
the characteristics, attitudes, and perceptions held by the industry's workforce. A global 
perspective would be more useful for these insights, and it would be inspiring to see other 
national publishing associations conduct similar surveys.

becoming more concerned with their environmental footprint, which is a driving factor in 
promoting green, clean, and sustainable publishing practices. Increasingly, publishers of all 
sizes are taking proactive steps to reduce their carbon footprints, with the ultimate goal of 
becoming carbon neutral.

5 GENDER 
EQUALITY 10 REDUCED

INEQUALITIES

There is a compelling case for ensuring that the publishing industry is conscious of making 
books accessible to those with visual impairments, as published content is increasingly 
being used in a variety of ways and on a variety of platforms. The International Publishers 
Association (IPA) has led an initiative to promote the Accessible Books Consortium Charter in 
an effort to garner support for accessible publishing. With over 100 signatories, ranging from 
small publishing houses to the largest publishing houses in the world, the industry has made a 
firm commitment to accessible publishing. It is yet another method by which publishers of all 
sizes are supporting the SDGs.



8 Straive  |  Making Real Progress Toward The Sustainable Development Goals: The Role That Publishers Can Play

Open access as a method can help reduce access 
disparities in the research community 

Increasing diversity and inclusivity, as well as reducing inequities, are at the core of each of 
the SDGs. The ongoing COVID-19 crisis has brought into stark relief the widening gap 
between the Global North and Global South in terms of research capabilities, funding, and 
access. The pandemic is an effective illustration of the importance of universal access to 
scholarly research for addressing global societal issues.

Some publishers are addressing readership access disparities by making important and 
relevant content open access (OA) for the duration of the outbreak. Other signatories are 
supporting the Compact by publishing fully open-access journals and launching SDG-specific 
titles.

Signing the Compact is inspiring a growing number of publishers to develop research-
equity-oriented, innovative OA models. Moving toward fully-OA publishing is not really a 
one-size-fits-all approach. Options like APC waivers, sliding scales of publication fees, 
discounts, and an initial free submission period can help improve access to OA journals for 
both authors and readers from low- and middle-income countries (LMICs).

Participating in programs like Research4life is yet another great way for scholarly publishers 
to address inequalities. Research4life provides eligible institutions in LMICs free or low-cost 
online access to peer-reviewed content.

Straive can be a valuable partner in achieving your SDGs

Effective tracking and implementation of SDG efforts require robust data 
management. 

The Straive Data Platform (SDP) is an AI/ML-powered engine that 
automates the collection of myriad data in disparate formats – text, 
audio/video, and images. SDP combined with our team of taxonomy 
development and classification can help develop and deploy custom 
models for SDG indexing as well as create dashboards based on indexed 
assets which would help in trending, tracking, and reporting. 

Additionally, Straive has been moving the needle in implementing ESG 
strategies across its value chain as the need for companies to contribute 
to achieving the 2030 SDG targets has become more crucial.  
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Publishers can be SDG ambassadors and promote SDGs in a variety of ways, including by 
connecting communities interested in specific Goals, highlighting SDG-relevant content for 
their audiences, or by addressing specific issues outlined as target areas within a Goal. A 
growing number of publishers are now labeling SDG-related content on their websites and 
platforms. In some cases, they are also including supplementary resources or curating events 
in order to delve more deeply into the subject and find previously undiscovered areas of 
research.

Experimenting with new formats is one area in which publishers can do more to ensure that 
the SDG-relevant content that they produce is distributed to the people who have the greatest 
need for it. Publishers are well-positioned to help authors reach broader audiences in the 
post-publication stage, in addition to publishing SDG content.

Helping researchers publish their data publicly in order to improve reproducibility and 
efficiency still requires substantial effort. This necessitates publishers to adopt stricter data 
policies that mandate the publication of a Data Availability Statement alongside the Version 
of Record. In addition, publishers should encourage and support authors in their efforts to 
cite the data of other researchers as well as ensure that authors adhere to the FAIR data 
principles.

Creating sustainable solutions to enhance the volume of research on societally significant 
issues published in widely available formats will ensure research reaches everyone who need 
it. Publishers must also continue to provide authors and their institutions across the globe 
with as many options as possible in terms of OA models. Considering different regions are 
transitioning to OA at different rates and in diverse ways, all stakeholders must maintain an 
adaptable mindset. Strategic collaborations committed to open SDG content can be an 
effective means of accelerating the transition.

Conclusion
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